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TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

DATE:  September 12, 2022 
TIME:  7:30 PM 
LOCATION: Municipal Building and Remote via Zoom 
 

ROLL CALL 
Mr. Baio  Present 
Ms. Duarte  Present 
Ms. Neibart  Present 
Mr. Orlins  Present 
Mayor Monaghan Present 

 

Also, present: 
Mr. John M. Mills, Esq. 
Mr. Jason Gabloff, Township Administrator 
Ms. Maria Coppinger, Township Clerk 

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG – Led by Mayor Monaghan 
 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE – Read by Mayor Monaghan 
Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the 
Open Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to the Observer Tribune and Daily Record on January 10, 2022.  
Notice was posted on the bulletin board in the township offices and notice was filed with the Township Clerk. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation – presented by Ms. Duarte. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mendham Mushrooms – The township was informed by the New Jersey Department of Environmental (DEP) on 
September 10th that, based on their review, the reforestation project would not be an allowable use of green 
acres encumbered lands.  Mendham Mushrooms has requested a re-review of the discussion; the township has 
not heard back from DEP regarding a re-review.  In the meantime, the request to the township remains current; 
however, we are not taking any additional action at this time.  Mayor Monaghan does not believe that even if a 
re-review does change the DEP’s position, there would be sufficient time to gain agreement on a lease and have 
it approved Township Committee.  Therefore, while the township may continue to maintain a dialogue with 
Mendham Mushrooms, the deadline pressure is now removed.  Mayor Monaghan thanked Attorney Mills and 
Mr. Gabloff for their efforts in performing due diligence on behalf of the township, which ensured that we 
proceeded in a transparent, ethical, and legal manner, even under time constraints.  Mayor Monaghan also 
thanked the public for their incredibly valuable and relatively consistent input.  The committee provided their 
announcements on upcoming events, status on the town-wide tax assessment and openings for the student 
representative program. 
 

Mayor Monaghan provided background on the NJ S757.  He expressed that we need to work with the farmers 
to ensure that they are able to keep their farms healthy from a business perspective but also ensure that we 
hold true to the residential nature of our community. 
 

The committee provided their announcement on upcoming events, and feedback on Mendham Mushrooms. 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Bruce Flitcroft, Tingley Road – He thanked the Township Committee, Mr. Mills, and Mr. Gabloff for their interest 
and hard work on the Mendham Mushroom proposal.  He provided a status on the project and expressed the 
public’s interest in the project. 
 

Diana Orban Brown, Ironia Road – statement attached. 
 

Martin Slayne, India Hollow Road – He commended the Township Committee for pursuing NJDEP to ensure the 
township did its due diligence.  He noted that the Environmental Commission proposes to go forward to look 
into a real strategy for conservation for the township.  He commented on Mr. Orlins’ behavior towards the 
Environmental Commission & Historic Preservation Committee and members of the public.  He asked Mr. Orlins 
to consider an apology.  Mr. Orlins commented by reviewing the Environmental Commission’s recommendation 
on Mendham Mushrooms. 
 

Jack Curtis, Michael Road – Mr. Curtis noted that the committee has started down a slippery slope by rushing to 
judgment with the Mendham Mushroom proposal.  He reminded the committee that Mendham Mushrooms is 
a private company that wants to take 100 areas of township land for “scientific experimentation” but also to 
gain professional knowledge about growing mushrooms.  Finally, Mr. Curtis provided his proposal for ‘Jack’s 
Tasty Truffle Inc.’  He noted that the proposal is made in humor. 
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Terrill Doyle, Cross Way – statement attached. 
 

George Koenig, North Gate Road – Mr. Koenig expressed that S757 struck a nerve, along with residents having 
issues with other proposals in the township.  He noted that it all wraps into one thing, people care deeply about 
this town and its environment.  He asked the committee for their assistance with S757 to get it forestalled so 
that municipalities can have language inserted, giving them a little more leverage in the farm process versus 
everything reverting to the Agricultural Board regardless of the township’s ordinances.  He thanked Ms. Duarte 
for organizing a nonpartisan forum the week before, with environmental experts, including the Highlands 
Coalition to discuss stewardship and planning. 
 

Tracey Moreen, Hardscrabble Road – Ms. Moreen spoke on the Mendham Mushroom process and outcome, 
noting that no matter what side of the debate we are on, she feels we all lost, in a way. However, she said we 
have reasons to reflect on the lessons learned, our behavior, process, and approach that would benefit the 
committee and our community.  She hopes the committee continues to listen to the public comments. 
 

Bernadette Koenig, North Gate Road – Ms. Koenig provided the Governor’s contact information so that residents 
could ask the Governor to veto S757. 
 

Peter Banos, Ironia Road, Mendham Borough – Mr. Banos also asked the Governor for a conditional veto on 
S757 until we understand the bill better.  He thanked the committee for understanding the complexity and trying 
to keep our neighborhoods somewhat residential and the commercialization of Mendham and its impact. 
 

Mr. Orlins made a motion to close the public session; Seconded by Ms. Neibart.  Voice Vote: All members 
present voted in favor. 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Special Meeting Minutes of June 29, 2022 
Regular Meeting Minutes of July 25, 2022 
Motion made by Ms. Neibart; Seconded by Ms. Duarte.  Voice Vote: All members present voted in favor. 
 

Special Meeting Minutes and Executive Session of July 25, 2022 (Mr. Baio absent) 
Motion made by Ms. Duarte; Seconded by Ms. Neibart.  Voice Vote: All members present voted in favor 
except for Mr. Baio who abstained. 
 
 

REGULAR AGENDA – RESOLUTIONS 
2022-138 Resolution of the Township of Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Award 

of a Contract to Deandrea Land and Stone of Brookside, New Jersey for Snow Plow Services 
TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE 
 

MOTION 
 

SECOND 
ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X   

Ms. Neibart   X   

Mr. Orlins  X X   

Mayor Monaghan   X   

 
 

2022-139 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Purchase 
of Mulch for Various Parks and Playgrounds to Downes Forest Products, LLC of Hawthorne, New 
Jersey through the ESCNJ Co-Op - Contract Number 20/21-02 in an Amount of $12,750 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X   

Ms. Neibart  X X   

Mr. Orlins   X   

Mayor Monaghan   X   

 
 

2022-140 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Purchase 
of a Generator for the Mendham Police Headquarters from Foley Power System of Piscataway, 
New Jersey through the ESCNJ CO-OP - Contract Number 21/22-11 in an Amount of $107,804 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio X  X   

Ms. Duarte   X   

Ms. Neibart  X X   

Mr. Orlins   X   

Mayor Monaghan   X   

 
 

2022-141 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Providing for a Meeting 
not Open to the Public in Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public 
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 

Ms. Duarte made a motion; Seconded by Mr. Orlins.  Voice Vote: All members present voted in favor. 
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2022-142 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Municipal 
Clerk to Advertise for Bid and Notice to Bidders for Asbestos Remediation to the Municipal 
Building 

Ms. Duarte made a motion; Seconded by Mr. Orlins.  Voice Vote: All members present voted in favor. 
 
 

2022-143 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Execution 
of a Lease Agreement between John Kemp and the Township for Apartment C at 97 Ironia Road, 
Mendham, New Jersey 07945 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio   X   

Ms. Duarte X    X 

Ms. Neibart  X   X 

Mr. Orlins   X   

Mayor Monaghan   X   

 
 

2022-144 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Payment 
of Bills 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X   

Ms. Neibart   X   

Mr. Orlins  X X   

Mayor Monaghan   X   

 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Jack Curtis, Michael Road – Mr. Curtis spoke on the contract approval for snow plowing services noting that the 
DPW could benefit from hiring another employee, for the entire year, instead of having multiple snow plowing 
contracts for just the winter season.  He also commented on the time limit during open to the public, noting that 
there should be some form of uniformity – everyone should follow the time limit. 
 

Diana Orban Brown, Ironia Road – Ms. Brown agreed with Mr. Curtis on the limit limits – if you set a time limit 
then we should stick to a time limit. 
 

Mr. Orlins made a motion to close the public session; Seconded by Ms. Neibart.  Voice Vote: All members present voted 
in favor. 
 

DISCUSSION 
Mr. Gabloff noted that several boards and committees are scheduled to relocate, during renovations, from the town hall 
to the middle school starting in November.  He pointed out that this location meets the needs of the boards and committees. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Orlins made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 9:10 pm; Seconded by Ms. Neibart.  Voice Vote: All members 
present voted in favor. 
 

Returned from Executive Session at 9:32 pm. 
 

ADJOURN 
Mr. Orlins made a motion to adjourn at 9:33 pm; Seconded by Ms. Duarte.  Voice Vote: All members present voted in 
favor. 
 

Respectfully submitted,        Distributed: 10/18/2022 

          Approved:   10/24/2022 

 

Maria F. Coppinger 

Township Clerk 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Diana Orban Browm, Ironia Road 
2. Terrill Doyle, Cross Way 
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