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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

DATE:  November 8, 2021 
 

TIME:  7:30 PM 
 

LOCATION: Municipal Building and Remote via Zoom 
 

ROLL CALL 
Mr. Baio  Present 
Ms. Duarte Present 
Mr. Monaghan Absent 
Mr. Orlins Present 
Mayor Neibart Present 

 

Also present:  
Jason Gabloff, Township Administrator 
John Mills, Township Attorney 
Maria F Coppinger, Township Clerk 

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE – Read by Mayor Neibart 
Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required 
by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to the Observer Tribune and Daily Record on January 
6, 2021.  Notice was posted on the bulletin board in the township offices and notice was filed with the Township 
Clerk. 
 

RECOGNIZING NEW MEMBERS 
Chief Montgomery introduced the following members: 

• Eren Onat has applied to be a Junior Member of the Ralston Engine Company #1 

• Nolan Mortensen has applied to be an Active Member of the Ralston Engine Company #1 (Served as a Junior 
Member) 

 

COVID – 19 UPDATE 
Mayor Neibart provided a Covid-19 update. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Township Committee members provided their announcements on upcoming township events.  
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Diana Orban Brown – Ironia Road – Ms. Brown asked if the township committee would allow the residents present 
regarding the Zoning Ordinance to speak briefly so that the committee has time to reflect on their comments before 
the committee gets to reading the ordinance and opening it up to the public.  It seems a shame to restrict people 
from speaking about things on their minds. 
 

Ryan Guthrie – 28 Cold Hill Road – Mr. Guthrie spoke on the Backer Farm event on September 11th, noting that the 
farm has held several occasions with no issue; however, now it has become an issue.  He commented on the lawn 
signs regarding people not in favor of the Backer Farm Brewery application.  He feels he has a responsibility to speak 
out and support Backer Farm. 
 

Peter Banos – 47 Ironia Road, Mendham Borough – Mr. Banos spoke on the residents who are opposed to the Backer 
Plan.  He mentioned that we will let this play out in the courts; we are not against the Backers but we are opposed 
to the bar.  Mr. Banos commented on the environmental report which is attached. 
 

Barrett Kolton – 3 North Gate Road – Mr. Kolton mentioned that there is nothing sinister about the lawn signs 
regarding the Backer Farm Brewery; he noted that about 30-40 people are against the Backer Bar.  He mentioned 
no vendetta against the Backers; we are objecting not against the farm but the bar.  Mr. Kolton has concerns 
regarding the traffic this application will bring along Roxiticus, Ironia, and North Gate Roads.  He expressed that the 
main issue is, we all moved to this area for the peace and tranquility of Mendham Township. 
 

Fred Backer – 32 Ironia Road – Mr. Backer provided a brief history of Backer Farm, noting that they have been at 32 
Ironia Road for 94 years.  In that time, the farm has been a low-key operation from honey bees to dairy, to horses, 
and now the present, where they have vegetables, farm events, and their current venture to have a brewery.  He 
expressed that the family does not plan for the brewery to be a crazy place, noting, “That is not our plan.”  He 
explained that they plan on remaining a farm and doing farm projects, but the brewery is the way to keep their farm 
sustainable.  He mentioned that they had had a lot of support from Mendham Township and surrounding towns; 
unfortunately, the committee has heard a lot from the opposition.  However, this minority of people is very well 
organized and is being orchestrated by one family.  He mentioned that this family had sustained an attack against 
his farming operation for over 30 years.  Mr. Backer reflected on a disturbing incident that occurred to a family 
member at a local establishment who expressed their opposition to the brewery.  He noted that this is all due to 
false information about the brewery application. 
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Bob Dillon – 4 Calais Road – Mr. Dillion spoke on the Backer Farm application noting that the craft business has been 
very positive.  He feels that it would be very positive if the brewery came to town. 
 

Dave Rainis - 290 Mountainside Road, Mendham Borough – Mr. Rainis expressed that his family is not anti-Backer; 
they are very concerned with the plans that have been published.  Mr. Rainis noted that they want the farm to 
survive, but they do want ordinances, restrictions, and rules in place, so everybody at least has their opinion heard 
and rights respected. 
 

Frank Strafaci – 4 Cedar Lane – Mr. Strafaci mentioned that from what he knows about the brewery project, he is 
against it and expressed that it’s a terrible project. However, he clarified that he is not part of an organized group; 
he’s just a resident who lives in the neighborhood. 
 

Melissa Rainis – 290 Mountainside Road, Mendham Borough – Ms. Rainis stressed to the Backers that they support 
the farm and its not a vendetta against the Backers.  She expressed that she is looking out for the kids, the town, 
and her property, noting that the brewery location is not an appropriate area for a 78-seat bar. 
 

Terrill Doyle – 5 Cross Way – Ms. Doyle responded to several comments made by the public regarding the Back Farm 
Brewery application. 
 

Bruce Flitcroft – 23 Tingley Road – Mr. Flitcroft commented that it is hard in America to make a goal of farms, 
especially small farms, noting a trend for multi-use farming properties across this county.  He expressed that the 
number of vineyards and cider mills, breweries, and restaurants opening on a farm is necessary to support the farm. 
In addition, he feels the brewery would be good for the community. 
 

Bob Meyer – 3 East Ridge Road – Mr. Meyer expressed his support for the Backers and their brewery application.  
He understands the neighbors’ concerns around this project but noted that it sounds like a “not in my backyard” 
knee-jerk response.  He clarified that this doesn’t mean that they don’t have valid concerns, but this is why we have 
a planning board and zoning board – to address those concerns. 
 

George Koenig – 13 North Gate Road – Mr. Koenig expressed that this is not a personal vendetta against the Backers 
but a land-use issue.  He addressed the Backer family by saying that they have planted over 200 trees as a buffer, 
but nothing is a buffer from the type of noise they had on 9/11.  He suggested that the township consider having 
the Backers and the 20-30 people in for mediation since they don’t know the details of the Backer Brewery plan. 
 

Stephen Dreskin – 3 Roxiticus Road – Mr. Dreskin supports the Backers but is concerned with some of the details of 
the proposal.  Therefore, he would like the committee to pass an ordinance that would regulate the brewery. 
 

Lindsey Steam – 20 East Main Street – Ms. Steam extended her support to the Backer Farm.  She owns a brewery 
and noted a brewery is not a bar, it’s a tap room, a place to be educated and a place of community.   
 

Joe Napolitano – 10 Gunther Street, Mendham Borough – Mr. Napolitano commented on the brewery project, noting 
that the state highly regulates breweries.  (Most of Mr. Napolitano's comments were inaudible – the resident was 
on via zoom.) 
 

Motion to close to the public made by; Mr. Orlins, Seconded by Ms. Duarte. 
 

Mayor Neibart changed the meeting format by moving Ordinance 15-2021 before the resolutions. 
 

ORDINANCE – SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING 
15-2021 An Ordinance of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham for a Change in Zoning 

for Block 147, Lots 42.01 - 42.16 from R-10 to R-5 - Ordinance was introduced on October 13, 2021 
 

Motion made by Ms. Duarte, Seconded by Mr. Baio. 
 

Mayor Neibart opened the meeting to the public on Ordinance 15-2021. 
 

Frank Zammataro – 41 Corey Lane – Statement attached.  Mr. Zammataro also presented a petition with 38 
signatures to delay the vote on the zoning change.  Petition filed with the Township Committee has been filed in the 
Township Clerk’s ordinance file. 
 

James Zemaitis – 58 Corey Lane – Statement attached. 
 

Robert Longo– 42 Corey Lane – Statement attached. 
 

Ken Dickison - 67 Tempe Wick Road – Statement attached. 
 

Bob Meyer – 3 East Ridge Road – Mr. Meyer asked the committee to delay the vote on Ordinance 15-2021 (if that’s 
the question) and get as much information as you can get. 
 

Dorothea (Dot) Stillinger – Chatham Township – Representing the Great Swamp Watershed Association – Ms. 
Stillinger asked if the previously mentioned developer's report was a public document. 
 

Mayor Neibart noted that this is not a site plan application; this is a question about zoning.  Additionally, Mayor 
Neibart clarified that the report that Ms. Stillinger is referencing is a letter, not an official report.  Ms. Duarte 
explained that the report is 20 (or so) pages dating back to 2002.  Attorney Mills noted that it is certainly a public 
document if the document is available. 
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Josh Moreen – 52 Hardscrabble Road – Mr. Moreen asked the committee to take a step back and review the 
information.  He feels that the zoning request is inconsistent with the Master Plan.  He is also concerned with the 
traffic pattern, and the impact on schools. 
 

Ryan Guthrie – 28 Cold Hill Road – Mr. Guthrie spoke about the Master Plan, responding to some arguments on the 
environmental study and illegal spot zoning.  He commented that these issues have already been addressed in the 
Master Plan reexamination. 
 

Tracy Moreen – 52 Hardscrabble Road – At the last committee meeting, Ms. Moreen highlighted several concerns 
about the rezoning request, noting the lack of notification and the possible impact on the watershed, headwaters, 
wildlife, school, and roads.  She explained that the Irenes assured her that the property alongside Hardscrabble Road 
would not be developed beyond the plans noted on the website.  She agreed with everything that her neighbors 
have stated, also asking for a delay in the decision.  Ms. Moreen requested that the Township Committee prove how 
the zoning ordinance is consistent with the Master Plan, why the preservation actions from the study of 2002 no 
longer stand, and how this ordinance benefits community versus one individual.  She expressed that we all need 
more time to talk about the request collectively. 
 

Diana Orban Brown – Ironia Road She expressed that the residents made several good points regarding the rezoning 
request: 1.  There is no hurry to pass this ordinance.  2.  The ordinance has not been discussed thoroughly enough, 
and it affects a significant number of people and affects what we do with land going forward.  3.  What will happen 
to the other parcels that were (up) zoned during the same time this property was (up) zoned.  Ms. Brown provided 
some history on the property regarding the parcels and ratables. 
 

Thomas Malman - Attorney for the applicant Lawrence Farms / Irene Spring Tree Farm – Mr. Malman addressed 
several comments that were brought up by residents on the rezoning request. 
 

Motion to close the public hearing made by; Mr. Orlins, Seconded by Ms. Duarte. 
 

Motion to carry Ordinance 15-2022 to the next Township Committee meeting scheduled for November 22, 2022 
made by Mr. Orlins, Seconded by Mr. Baio.  All members present voted in favor of carrying the Ordinance to 
November 22, 2022. 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

• May 3, 2021 – Special Meeting and Executive Session 

• May 10, 2021 – Special Meeting and Regular Meeting 
TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE 
 

MOTION 
 

SECOND 
ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X   

Mr. Orlins  X X   

Mayor Neibart   X   

 
 

RESOLUTIONS - REGULAR AGENDA 
2021-220 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing Redemption of 

Tax Sale Certificate #19-00001 - 157 Mountainside Road, Block 117 Lot 41 
TOWNSHIP 

COMMITTEE 
 

MOTION 
 

SECOND 
MOTION TO CALL 

THE QUESTION 
 

SECOND 
ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio  X   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X  X   

Mr. Orlins    X X   

Mayor Neibart     X   

 
 

2021-221 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township od Mendham Authorizing the Execution 
of Renewal of Shared Services Agreement Between the County of Morris and the Township of 
Mendham for Public Health Services 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

MOTION TO CALL 
THE QUESTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio  X   X   

Ms. Duarte X  X  X   

Mr. Orlins    X X   

Mayor Neibart     X   

 
 

2021-222 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Mayor to 
Execute a Letter of Agreement Between the County of Morris and the Mendham Municipal Alliance 
for Grant Administration of the Mendham Municipal Alliance for the Period of July 1, 2021 to June 
30, 2022 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

MOTION TO CALL 
THE QUESTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio X  X  X   

Ms. Duarte  X  X X   

Mr. Orlins     X   

Mayor Neibart     X   
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2021-223 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Approving the Applications 
for Membership in the Mendham Township First Aid Squad 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

MOTION TO CALL 
THE QUESTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio  X   X   

Ms. Duarte X   X X   

Mr. Orlins   X  X   

Mayor Neibart     X   

 
 

2021-224 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Providing for a Meeting not 
Open to the Public in Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Motion to postpone indefinitely made by Mr. Orlins; Seconded by Ms. Duarte.  
All members present vote in favor to postpone the resolution. 

 
 

2021-225 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Adopting Personnel Policies 
and Procedures Manual 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

MOTION TO CALL 
THE QUESTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio     X   

Ms. Duarte X  X  X   

Mr. Orlins  X  X X   

Mayor Neibart     X   

 
 

2021-226 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham Authorizing the Payment of 
Bills 

TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

 
MOTION 

 
SECOND 

MOTION TO CALL 
THE QUESTION 

 
SECOND 

ROLL CALL 

YES NO ABSTAIN 

Mr. Baio  X  X X   

Ms. Duarte X  X  X   

Mr. Orlins     X   

Mayor Neibart     X   

 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Motion to open to the public made by Ms. Duarte, Seconded by Mr. Baio. 
 

Ryan Guthrie – 28 Cold Hill Road – Mr. Guthrie agreed with Ms. Brown’s comments on ordinance 15-2021.  He 
clarified that the Master Plan laid the groundwork for the zoning request.  Mr. Guthrie rebutted several statements 
made about the Backers. 
 

David Rainis - 290 Mountainside Road, Mendham Borough – Mr. Rainis agrees that the residents should sit down 
with the Backers and discuss the situation (brewery application). 
 

Kimberly Hart – 17 North Gate Road – Ms. Hart addressed the people who spoke on behalf of the Backer Farm 
application; she clarified that they are not anti-backers, they are not anti-farms.  They support the farm but not the 
brewery. 
 

Bruce Flitcroft – 23 Tingley Road – He understands the noise complaint at the Backer Farm on 9/11 but doesn’t know 
how that affects the brewery application.  He is for the brewery application. 
 

Eric Hart – 17 North Gate Road – Mr. Hart shared his reasons for moving to Mendham Township.  He spoke on the 
Backer Farm application, restating his comments from earlier in the meeting. 
 

Derek Backer – 32 Ironia Road – Mr. Backer expressed that the brewery and the noise from the concert are two 
different things.  He put on the concert to boost income coming in for that day, profiting from his food truck and its 
products.  He mentioned that the farm is what feeds his family, noting that concerts will not be a reoccurring event. 
 

Peter Banos – 47 Ironia Road – Mr. Banos spoke on the application for a brewery on the Backer Farm.  He would 
prefer to see four houses on the property than a brewery.  He commented about the nine noise complaints on 9/11 
at the farm and the (brewery) submitted documents. 
 

Melissa Rainis - 290 Mountainside Road - She commented that she did call the police regarding the noise complaint, 
noting that Mr. Gutherie is profiting from the concert at Backer Farm and his comments are incorrect. In addition, 
she responded to several other statements made by the public regarding the brewery application. 
 

Diana Orban Brown – Ironia Road – A couple of meetings ago, Ms. Brown expressed that she supported Backer Farm 
for many reasons.  She restated her support for the farm.  She is amazed at the list of volunteers on the First Aid 
Squad.  She commented on the tree logo, providing history on the old white oak tree (Kings Highway), which she 
recommended using the old white oak tree as the township’s official logo. 
 

George Koenig – 13 North Gate Road – Mr. Koenig commented that many of the Irene Spring Tree Farm (ordinance 
15-2021) concerns are similar to the Backer Brewery concerns.  He restated that there should be a mediation 
between the Backers and the residents regarding the future (brewery) plans. 
 

Terrill Doyle – 5 Cross Way – Ms. Doyle expressed that we keep talking about the Backer BAR, but she reminded the 
public that it is also a manufacturing plant. 
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Motion to close to the public made by Mr. Orlins; Seconded by Ms. Duarte. 
 

The discussion items and liaison reports were tabled to the next meeting. 
 

ADJOURN 
The Township Committee adjourned at 10:22 pm; motioned made by Mr. Orlins and seconded by Ms. Duarte. 
 

Respectfully submitted,       Distributed: 04/20/2022 

Approved:  04/25/2022 

 
 
Maria F. Coppinger 
Township Clerk 
 
Attachments: 

• P. Banos, 47 Ironia Road 

• J. Zammataro, 41 Corey Lane 

• J. Zemaitis, 58 Corey Lane 

• R. Longo, 42 Corey Lane 

• K. Dickison, 67 Tempe Wick Road 
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