What You Can Do to Maintain
Your Septic System

Keep a record of the age, capacity, location of septic tank and
drainfield, and dates of prior pumping, inspections and other
maintenance for troubleshooting or future sales.

Inspect your septic system annually. Have your septic tank A
pumped when necessary to remove the buildup of scum and

sludge (in general, every 3-5 years) by a reputable septic tank
service contractor. This will typically cost less than $500.

Protect the helptul bacteria that break down the waste in your

Use water efficiently by installing water-saving features in fixtures
sinks and toilets as trash cans. This behavior can result in the

and appliances. Too much water can overwhelm your septic
system.

need for more frequent pumping and cause your drainfield to
clog.
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Plant only grasses and native wildflowers over and around your
septic system — roots from shrubs and trees can clog and damage
your drain field.

compacting the soil and breaking the pipes, tank and other
components of your septic system. Compacted soil will be unable
to absorb wastewater for treatment.

Test your well water annually.
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septic system. Use only mild cleaners that are “septic safe.” A

functioning septic system depends upon the microorganisms that

live in your septic tank and soil. p
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Our mission is to protect clean water in the north and south
branch region of the Raritan River

For more information,
visit www.RaritanHeadwaters.org or call (908) 234-1852

It does not take a lot of time, money or effort
to keep your septic system functioning properly,
keep reading to find out more.
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(When a septic system for a typical four bedroom home\
fails, the cost to repair or replace it can run as high as
$50,000. That is just for the system itself —homeowners
DRAINFIELD incur additional costs to re-landscape the yard where

g o the system is installed. And those costs are really just
WELL HEAD e A ey the beginning...

When a septic system fails, nearby groundwater,
5 et drinking water and even surface waters such as streams
31 23 l' solL l' and ponds can be polluted. Your family’s health, as well
) as the health of your neighbors and the other people
who depend on the same drinking water source for their
homes, is at risk. The same holds true for the plants and
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If you notice a sign, schedule a septic system inspection
/ immediately.




